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Division 53:  Education Services, $276 339 000 - 

Mr P.B. Watson, Chairman. 

Mr M. McGowan, Minister for Education and Training. 

Mr R.J. Strickland, Chief Executive Officer. 

Mr B. Parkin, Acting Executive Director, Corporate Governance and Non-Government Schools. 

Mr T. Werner, Director, Higher Education and Legislative Review. 

Ms S.S. Bunic, Acting Director, Education and Training Regulation. 

Mr R.S. Willis, Acting Manager, Financial Services.  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  The third dot point under “Significant Issues and Trends” on page 954 of the Budget 
Statements, refers to enrolment trends in all schools, planning issues about the opening of new non-government 
schools, the level of public funding to non-government schools etc.  Could the minister please give me an 
overview of the trends in enrolments between government and non-government schools over the past three to 
five years?  Are the enrolments of non-government schools increasing at a faster rate or is it the other way 
around?  If they are increasing, will the minister explain why they are going that way and what the government is 
doing to act on that trend? 

[8.10 pm] 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  We discussed this matter in the previous division.  Western Australia has a slightly higher 
take-up of private education than most other states.  Since the 1980s, the trend has been an increase in private 
schooling in percentage terms, so much so that 32 per cent of students are private and 68 per cent are public.  I 
think that will turn around slightly and there will be an increase in public school enrolments as well as private 
school enrolments in the next few years because of the changes to the legislation to raise the school leaving age 
and keep 16-year-old and 17-year-old students at school.  There was a 0.75 per cent increase in enrolments at 
public schools in 2006 compared with a 2.64 per cent increase at private schools.  The member will see from 
those figures that private school enrolments have increased significantly.  My intuition is that the major increase 
in enrolments at private schools has been at low-fee schools, which have received a lot of federal government 
assistance.  Although it is not acknowledged, the state government provides significant financial assistance to 
private schools as well as public schools.  In total, the federal government provides about six per cent and the 
state 94 per cent of funding to the government school system.  For that six per cent of funding, of course, the 
federal government makes all sorts of outrageous demands.  The member asked me why enrolments at non-
government schools were increasing.  In Western Australia it is probably more likely to be because of the 
economic good times; people have more income and are therefore more likely to have money to spend on private 
schooling.  We have been over a lot of the arguments.  However, it is my role as education minister to make sure 
as best I can that I support a choice in education and that the public school system is an excellent choice for 
people. 

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  I refer to the two dots points at the top of page 955 that refer to universities in Western 
Australia.  With all due respect, I believe that if we substitute “universities” for “primary schools” or “high 
schools” in both dot points, the remainder of the sentence could remain the same.  I doubt that any member 
present in this place would not believe that.  Acknowledging that there are significant issues and trends, what 
initiatives will the government take to turn around those situations in the university sector?   
Mr M. McGOWAN:  The member’s question is a good one but has nothing really to do with the state 
government.  Universities are federally funded bodies and have been since 1974.  They are created by state acts 
historically but their staffing issues are matters for the commonwealth. 
Mr G. WOODHAMS:  I understand what the minister has said.  I do not wish to develop a commonwealth 
versus state debate, but I am curious about the placement of those two lines in Education Services, division 53, 
and the reason the minister acknowledges those difficulties with staff, maintenance and so on.  What is intended 
by including those two lines in the 2007-08 budget papers? 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  It is so that all the people who read the budget are well informed.  In all seriousness, there 
is very little that I or the state government can do about the ageing academic and general staff workforce in 
universities; that is a matter for the universities.  We must concentrate on our workforce in all schools, not only 
state schools.  The significant issue as far as universities are concerned in my view and in the view of state 
schools is that they need to make more effort to attract students into teaching courses to ensure there are enough 
teachers for our school systems. 
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Mr G. WOODHAMS:  I concur with the minister in the comments he made at the conclusion.  The minister 
would be aware of the developments in Geraldton with the combined universities campus there and also the 
university campuses at Bunbury, Albany and Kalgoorlie.  I do not think it is a long bow to draw but he would be 
aware of the developments at Muresk Institute, the agriculture institute near Northam that is part of Curtin 
University of Technology. 
To get back to these two dot points, there is possibly a connection with what can happen in Western Australia 
and what we can develop and provide; particularly, from a state government perspective, providing some 
incentives to those communities at those regional campuses and working closely with those communities, be 
they in Albany, Bunbury, Geraldton, Greenough or Kalgoorlie-Boulder.  I think there are some synergies - if I 
can use that buzzword - that could be developed to enable these two dots points to have another life, other than 
being mainly the responsibility of the commonwealth.  If the commonwealth is not coming to the party, we need 
to be innovative.  I say that perhaps as a comment, not as a question to the minister, but I do see some 
possibilities that this state could take forward, particularly in regional Western Australia and particularly with 
respect to the teaching courses that the minister suggested. 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  There is no doubt that there are a number of regional campuses around this state.  There 
are also a number of outer suburban campuses.  I think the member may have left off from his list one or two 
regional campuses.  At Margaret River there is an annex of Curtin University or Murdoch University, there is 
one at Broome and there may be one or two others.  The universities find these regional campuses very 
expensive.  Often the courses they run do not have high patronage which gives them significant financial issues.  
Each of those campuses seeks from the commonwealth an additional loading on their funding per student to 
cover those costs.  One I visited, the Bunbury campus of -  
Mr G. WOODHAMS:  Edith Cowan. 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  Yes, it was the Bunbury campus of Edith Cowan University.  The staff at that campus 
talked at length about that.  However, the member alluded to those universities providing a very important role in 
attracting in particular teaching and nursing graduates.  If we are to get teachers and nurses back into the country, 
it is very important that we attract students from those locations to study those courses.  What can we do as a 
state?  We are constantly onto the commonwealth about anything it can do to assist us in attracting more 
teachers.  We also provide considerable financial support to universities in various ways with grants programs 
and so forth.  I do not think we would provide money directly to a university to fund a regional campus.  We 
may have provided land in the past.  Apparently, we provided $600 000 to Geraldton.  I am sure that both sides 
of politics have provided land in the past. 
Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  I refer to page 954, significant issues and trends.  The third dot point deals 
with planning issues concerning the opening of new non-government schools etc.  Obviously, other aspects deal 
with the policy advice provided by Education Services.  I imagine the minister’s electorate has been similar to 
mine in some respects where there has been enormous growth in population.  The usual story in the educational 
portfolio is that the population number builds up near primary and secondary schools until there is a sufficient 
number to warrant a new school, and away we go.  The decisions about timing seem to be made according to a 
number of different criteria.  When a school exceeds capacity, it ends up with a stack of demountables and 
overcrowding in the playground.  The minister would know the score.  It has been suggested to me that one 
possible way to alleviate that interim problem until there are sufficient numbers to build another government 
school is a policy that encourages the private sector to build a school earlier than it would otherwise.  I can give 
examples from my electorate.  A Catholic Education Office school is proposed in the Eaton area.  The relatively 
new Glen Huon Primary School is already reaching capacity.  There is a proposal for a high school in the 
Australind area because Australind Senior High School is beyond its built capacity and it is beginning to have 
issues as a result.  Has any consideration been given to what the state government can do to encourage the 
private sector to build a school and take the load off public sector schools?   
[8.20 pm] 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  We provide a range of support mechanisms to the private school sector in Western 
Australia.  We have the low-interest loan scheme which, I think, is $25 million a year.  It is heavily taken up.  As 
I said, we provide funding to each school based on the number of students and we use our own formula to adjust 
the rate that they receive.  It is a socio-economic measure.  The member has asked what we can do to bring 
forward construction.   

Mr D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN:  We could kill two birds with one stone.  I refer to the proposed Eaton school.  
It is almost as hard to get a date about the completion of a school from the private sector as it is from the 
government.  Let us say that it is due to be built in five years.  During that time, Glen Huon Primary School 
could become overcrowded and it will be a while before a new primary school is built to take the heat off Glen 
Huon.  What consideration has been given to innovative policies to encourage the Catholic Education Office - it 
could be any other private supplier - to bring forward the construction of a school by a couple of years.  That 
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policy could include an incentive to parents to send their kids to that school.  They might remove them later on 
and put them back in the government sector.  However, in the meantime, a private sector school would enable 
the government to get its school up and running and that would take the heat off the government sector.  It would 
provide even more choice for parents.  Has any consideration been given to innovative plans along those lines?   

Mr M. McGOWAN:  We leave it to the private sector to decide when and where it wants to build schools.  
There is an application process.  We are talking about what is largely private sector money.  They have to wait 
until there is sufficient demand before constructing a school.  Often they start small and build up.  They probably 
do that a bit more than we do when it comes to the construction of new schools.  That is the system.  I have not 
considered any other mechanism of trying to bring forward the construction of private sector schools.  That is a 
matter for the private sector.  

Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I refer to the seventh and eight dot points under “Major Achievements For 2006-07” 
on page 958 of the Budget Statements.  Of all the inspections carried out for government and non-government 
schools, how many schools did not comply?  Any there any major concerns about a specific school that has not 
complied?  If there have been any breaches, have they been satisfactorily dealt with?   

Mr M. McGOWAN:  The Department of Education Services is responsible for inspections of non-government 
schools.  As to how they have gone, I will ask Mr Parkin whether any schools have not met the benchmark.   

Mr B. Parkin:  There are two parts to this.  The Catholic school system, through an agreement with the state 
minister, takes responsibility for the supervision of Catholic schools and assure the minister annually that all 
schools are complying with the standards of registration outlined in the School Education Act.  The department 
undertakes period inspection of independent schools, that is non-Catholic schools, because they do not belong to 
a system.  Those schools are assessed on their compliance against the standards.  The inspection process 
commenced with the introduction of the new act, which was put in place in 2004; therefore, it is a relatively new 
process.  Some allowance was made for schools to meet all the standards.  The standards range from buildings, 
facilities, the school’s curriculum and other policies that one would expect of a school.  There were varying 
degrees of satisfaction with what we might like to see as a perfect policy.  We take the view that they must meet 
the minimum standards for each requirement.  They are given varying periods of registration in terms of the 
number of years so they can be revisited after one year or up to seven years.  If schools are not fully compliant, 
we inspect them after a shorter period to ensure that they have taken corrective action.  On the whole, all schools 
met all requirements to a minimum.   

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  I refer to the last dot point under “Major Achievements For 2006-07” on page 957 that 
states that Education Services prepared a report on the teaching workforce.  Is that a publicly available 
document?  

Mr M. McGOWAN:  I am surprised that the member for Greenough has not looked at the Department of 
Education Services’ website.  It is there quite plainly.   

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  I thank the minister for that information.  Am I able to download it without incurring 
any fees or imposition? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  We will help the member do it.  

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  I need that assistance on occasions, because sometimes in Greenough the computer 
services are not all that special.   

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  I refer to the first dot point under “Significant Issues and Trends” on page 954, which 
refers to linkages between licensing bodies and vocational education and training regulators.  I also refer to 
Australian Technical Colleges.  I understand that one is proposed for the south east corridor and one for 
Karratha.  How do they fit into the system given that they enrol compulsory school age students?  Does the 
department have any interaction with them, or are they out there by themselves?    

Mr M. McGOWAN:  As the member knows, they were established by the commonwealth.  One has been 
established in the vicinity of Armadale and another in Port Hedland.  An offshoot campus may be planned at 
Karratha, I do not know.  One is proposed in Joondalup.  That was announced in the federal budget.  They are 
stand-alone schools as far as I am aware.  The commonwealth runs them for year 11 and 12 students.  They do 
not have many students.  I ask Mr Strickland to comment further.   

Mr R. Strickland:  As the member is aware, they are schools so they have to go through our non-government 
school process to become registered.  We have to check them.  With regard to vocational education and training, 
they would generally be accessing TAFE colleges to start apprenticeships etc.  Our department is responsible for 
supporting the Training Accreditation Council, which also registers TAFEs and monitors their performance.   
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Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Mr Strickland made the comment that they are schools.  Presumably they are teaching 
outside the vocational and technical areas.  They must teach a range of English.  How do they conduct the non-
technical courses?  

Mr M. McGOWAN:  They have very few students.  I will ask Mr Parkin to respond.   

[8.30 pm] 

Mr B. Parkin:  The college that is in the south east is on two sites at Armadale and Maddington.  They are 
registered as non-government schools as a requirement of the commonwealth. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  We have government non-government schools! 

Mr B. Parkin:  They are funded heavily by the commonwealth but they are registered as non-government 
schools.  The approach we take in meeting the curriculum requirements is that the post-compulsory courses they 
offer are basically certificate-level courses that would possibly be obtained from a TAFE college or another 
private training organisation in various trade or industry areas.  To that extent they satisfy the curriculum 
requirement just as if they were normal schools that were offering a similar kind of program.  In all other 
respects they have had to meet the requirements as non-government schools.  It is an interesting development for 
such an institution to be forced to apply to us as a non-government school.  That was the way the commonwealth 
engineered it. 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  They are strange creations. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  The minister mentioned the students.  How many students do the schools have? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  I do not have the exact figures to hand, but they are quite low. 

Mr R. Strickland:  The funding shows that there will be up to 300 per college when they build up in size. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  Do they have 20 students or 50 students? 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  At the moment it is fewer than 100; it is around 60.  I am not sure about the Port Hedland 
college, but it is not many at all.   
I do not know what the view of the member for Cottesloe is, but it is strange thing for the commonwealth to set 
up a rival school system to the state system when we have all the expertise and so forth in this area.  It is an 
unusual use of commonwealth resources. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT:  It is a very poor policy.  I said so at the time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  Yes, very strange, particularly as we are integrating TAFE courses into high schools.  It is 
not as though we are not doing this sort of stuff. 
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I refer to the last dot point under “Major Achievements For 2006-07” at page 957.  I 
must confess that I have not looked at the website either, so I do not know whether the information is there.  I 
refer to the report on the teaching workforce and teacher supply.  How many qualified teachers still need to go 
through the accreditation process?  As I understand it, that is the process they need to go through.  How many 
teaching positions are still vacant?  I am particularly interested in the greater Bunbury area.  We have talked 
before about teachers’ preferences and where they want to teach.  If teachers are not able to get a position in a 
preferred area, does the department offer them other positions to see whether they are interested? 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  The questions the member is asking relate to the division that we spent four or five hours 
on before.  It is not the role of this agency to do that sort of stuff.  In relation to the number of positions available 
in Bunbury, I could have answered that question for the member when I had the other advisers here.  If it is any, 
it is very few because there are only 28 across the state and the vast number of those are in the Pilbara.   
Mr G.M. CASTRILLI:  I am sorry; I must have misinterpreted that dot point. 
Mr M. McGOWAN:  This agency is not responsible for that issue.  The agency has prepared a report.  I do not 
know whether we have a copy here.  Nevertheless, the agency is not responsible for what the member is referring 
to.   

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


